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THE EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

Call for application for Fellows
in the European Public Health Microbiology Training (EUPHEM) in collaboration with the European Programme for Intervention Epidemiology Training 
(ECDC/Cohort 3/2010-2012-EUPHEM)
Applicants are invited to apply for a fellow position in the European Public Health Microbiology Training (EUPHEM) in collaboration with the European Programme for Intervention Epidemiology Training (EPIET) which is managed by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). ECDC plans to recruit two fellows for this cohort. 

The Centre is located in Stockholm, Sweden. The legal base for the Centre is Regulation (EC) No 851/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 establishing a European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
.

See also the Centre home page at http://ecdc.europa.eu 

Description of the Training Programme

“Public health microbiology” is a cross-cutting area that spans the fields of human, animal, food, water, and environmental microbiology, with a focus on human health and disease. It requires laboratory scientists with ability to work effectively across disciplines, particularly with epidemiologists and clinicians. Public health microbiology laboratories play a central role in detection, monitoring, outbreak response, and providing scientific evidence to prevent and control infectious diseases
 . 

To support training in this specialised field of microbiology, and to enhance collaboration at the EU level, the ECDC has developed a two-year public health microbiology training programme (EUPHEM) at training sites within European laboratories
 in collaboration with EPIET (www.epiet.org/description/index.html) and input from other ECDC projects3. 

The EUPHEM programme matches the ECDC mandate in building capacity in the Member States to respond to the threat of communicable diseases through training1 and the identified needs by Member States in our work with the National Microbiology Focal Points http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/microbiology/Pages/MicrobiologicalCooperation_NationalMicrobiologicalFocalPoints.aspx
The target group for this training consists of microbiologists, or biologists with demonstrated experience in microbiology, and a strong interest to apply their knowledge towards future work in public health context. 

The scope of this training will be to: 

· Strengthen communicable disease surveillance and control of the European Union through an integrated public health microbiology - field epidemiology network for outbreak detection, investigation and response, nationally and internationally.

· Develop a European network of public health microbiologists;

· Develop response capacity in the field of public health microbiology inside and beyond the European Union;

Aim of the training

Under the professional supervision of the training supervisor at the hosting institute, the fellows will carry out activities related to detection, surveillance, investigation and control of communicable disease threats. 

The fellow shall perform the following core activities within the laboratory setting:

· Conduct outbreak investigations from a microbiologist’s perspective: diagnostic, molecular methods for outbreak investigation, etc.;

· Conduct surveillance activities (laboratory surveillance data analysis, development of new surveillance systems and evaluation of surveillance systems);

· Plan, develop and conduct a laboratory based research study addressing a public health problem;

· Communicate with decision makers, the media, the public and the scientific community; 

· Teach public health microbiology.

The fellowship programme will start 16 September 2010. It is foreseen that the fellow will participate in the three-week EPIET introductory training course (28 September to 16 October 2009), and a number of the EPIET training modules according to the individual training needs.

The EUPHEM programme of ECDC runs with a curriculum format developed in collaboration with the ENIVD-CLRN network – work package 5: www.enivd.de/ECDC/fs_ecdc.htm and will continue to be developed. The programme will be evaluated end of 2011.  There will be unique opportunities for close collaboration of the EUPHEM cohort 1-3 trainees directly with ECDC in addition to their host institutes. 

Qualifications and experiences required 

Eligibility criteria

In order to be an eligible candidate you need to have a set of formal requirements. These requirements are:

· A level of post-secondary education attested by a diploma in microbiology or a related subject, preferably at the level of a Master degree or equivalent;
· At least two years practice in microbiology laboratory;

· Thorough knowledge of at least two official languages of the European Union;

· Be a national of a Member State of the European Union or Iceland, Liechtenstein or Norway;  

· Be entitled to his or her full rights as a citizen;

· Meet the character requirements for the duties involved;

· Be physically fit to perform the duties linked to the post.

Selection criteria

Professional skills and experiences 

· Good scientific skills and a good knowledge of microbiology; 

· Proven experience in public health and/or epidemiology;

· Good computer skills.

Personal characteristics/interpersonal skills

· Strong commitment to continue the field of public health microbiology in EU after the two-year fellowship;

· Good organizational skills;

· Ability to work under pressure and manage responsibilities;

· Good command of English, oral and written. 

Advantageous

· Sense of independence and inventiveness which would enable a personal input into the programme;
· Sufficient international exposure Appointment of fellows 

The fellow will be appointed on the basis of a shortlist proposed by the EUPHEM Selection panel to the Director. This call for application is the basis for the establishment of the Selection panel’s proposal. Candidates should note that the proposal may be made public and that inclusion in the shortlist does not guarantee appointment. The shortlist of applicants will be established following an open selection process. Further details will be sent to the applicants with the interview invitation. 

Currently there are four host sites available for training: Health Protection Agency (UK), The National Institute for Public Health and the Environment, (the Netherlands), Robert Koch Institute, (Germany) and the Institute Pasteur, (France).
Candidates should indicate in priority order their preferred host sites and brief justification.  Final decisions on training sites are made by ECDC and candidate will be informed about the training site. The candidates with the highest scores will have priority for placement.
ECDC will award a limited number of fellowships 

ECDC has two grants available for EUPHEM Cohort 3. Fellows will be awarded a monthly grant of 2600 EUR that will be weighted to reflect the higher or lower cost of living in the country of the training site using the Correction coefficients for remuneration. Fellows are entitled to a compensation for the travel expenses and costs for removals incurred at the beginning and end of the fellowship. Grants awarded to fellows are not subject to the special tax regulations applying to officials and other servants of the European Communities. It is the responsibility of the fellow to provide independently for the declaration and taxation of the grant she/he receives from ECDC in the country of origin or the training site country, according to the bilateral agreements in force between the states. 

Pension payments and sickness insurance are responsibility of the fellow and will be reimbursed by ECDC based on true costs with justification of expenses and within a ceiling of 1000 EUR per month. Fellows must be insured against the risk of accident and submit a proof of insurance. 
The successful applicants will be required to take up their tasks on 16 September 2010 when the programme starts. No later starting date is foreseen.

Reserve list:

A reserve list will be drawn up by ECDC. It will be valid until 30 September 2010 and may be extended.

Equal opportunities

ECDC apply equal opportunities and accepts applications without distinction on the grounds of age, race political, philosophical or religious conviction, sex or sexual orientation and regardless of disabilities, marital status or family situation.

Application procedure

For applications to be valid, you must submit all the following documents by e-mail:

· A detailed Curriculum Vitae in European format (available on http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu);

· A letter of motivation;

· The eligibility and selection criteria grid completed (see below).

You may be requested at a later stage to supply documentary evidence in original in support of the statements that you make for this application. 

Applications in the working language of the Centre, which is English, should be sent by e-mail in Word or PDF format to ecdc.epietfellow@ecdc.europa.eu clearly indicating the application reference (ECDC/Cohort3/2010-2012-EUPHEM) and your family name in the Subject line. 

The application will be rejected if the dossier is incomplete.
Closing date for the submission of applications is 25th of April 2010, at 24.00 CET.
Privacy statement

Any personal data collected by ECDC will be processed solely for the purposes of the performance, management and follow-up of the ECDC training activities in the framework of which it was collected and in accordance to Regulation (EC) N° 45/2001 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data. This may involve distribution of data to EUPHEM training sites and the EPIET scientific coordinators. Personal data may be recorded and stored for no longer than is necessary for the purposes of which they are collected and, in any case, only as long as  follow-up action is needed. Data subjects have the right to access and rectify their personal data at any moment. Queries or requests concerning the processing of personal data may be addressed to the relevant Data Controller (EPIET Chief Coordinator). 

Data subjects have right of recourse to the European Data Protector supervisor. For more information on personal data protection and relevant documents see the page “Protection of personal data in relation to recruitment” on ECDC website. 


Fellows in the 

European Public Health Microbiology Training in collaboration with the European Programme for Intervention Epidemiology Training (EUPHEM)
 (ECDC/cohort3/2010-2012-EUPHEM)

Last name (in capitals):      
First name:      
Gender: 
Male     FORMCHECKBOX 




Female  FORMCHECKBOX 

Eligibility criteria

	(1)
	I have at post-secondary education attested by a diploma in microbiology or a related subject, preferably at the level of a Master degree or equivalent:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(2)
	I have at least two years practice in microbiology:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(3)
	I have a thorough knowledge of at least two official languages of the European Union:

Specify languages:………………… and ………………
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(4)
	I am a national of a Member State of the European Union, Iceland, Liechtenstein or Norway:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(5)
	I am entitled to my full rights as citizen:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(6)
	I meet the character requirements for the duties involved:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(7)
	I am physically fit to perform the duties linked to the post:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 



Selection criteria

(1 = slight; 2 = good; 3 = very good; 4 = excellent)

	(8)
	I have good scientific skills and a good  knowledge of microbiology:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(9)
	I have proven experience in public heath and/or epidemiology:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(10)
	My knowledge of Microsoft Office is:

Word

Excel

Power Point

Outlook
	1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 FORMCHECKBOX 

1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 FORMCHECKBOX 

1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 FORMCHECKBOX 

1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(11)
	I have a strong commitment to continue public health microbiology in EU after the two-year EUPHEM fellowship:
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

	No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(12)
	My organisational skills are:
	1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(13)
	My ability to work under pressure and manage responsibilities is:
	1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(1)
	My command of English, both spoken and written, is:
	1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4  FORMCHECKBOX 


	(1)
	My sense of independence and inventiveness which would enable a personal input into the programme:
	1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 FORMCHECKBOX 


	(1)
	My international exposure to interact cautiously with the different cultures, laws and requirements in the Member States:
	1  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2  FORMCHECKBOX 
 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 4  FORMCHECKBOX 



� Official Journal No. L 142 of 30 April 2004, page 1


� definition developed in the joint work of ECDC with member state appointed forum of microbiologists (called “National Microbiology Focal Points”) that work with ECDC on technical and strategic issues relevant to microbiology and laboratory issues at ECDC


� refer to work package 5 (training activities) of a ECDC funded project “Collaborative Laboratory Response Network of the European Network for Diagnostics for Imported Viral Diseases” (ENIVD-CLRN�)  for details � HYPERLINK "http://www.enivd.de/ECDC/fs_ecdc.htm" ��www.enivd.de/ECDC/fs_ecdc.htm�











7

