POSITION DESCRIPTION

Epidemiologist 
Resident Advisor, Field Epidemiology Training Program, Multiple Locations
Potential Duty Stations: 
Baghdad, Iraq





San’aa, Yemen





Kabul, Afghanistan





Riyadh, Saudi Arabia





Rabat, Morocco

Primary Purpose: To serve as the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) resident technical advisor to a ministry of health (MOH) for the purpose of strengthening host country capabilities to address public health surveillance and epidemiology-related priorities.  

Duties and Responsibilities

Supports ministries of health with: prevention and control of emerging infections, and endemic communicable diseases; reducing the burden of disease related to non-communicable diseases, and environmental, toxicological and occupational health events; and assisting with disaster preparedness and response efforts. The incumbent will give special attention to the improvement or establishment of effective and sustainable public health surveillance in-country, and the application of public health science to the prevention and control of diseases.   
Specific tasks include, but are not limited to: 

· Serve as the lead technical advisor for the development and implementation of a Field Epidemiology Training Program to develop cadres of field epidemiologists who can practice evidence-based public health and strengthen surveillance.

· Strengthen public health workforce capacity to effectively use science-based information for decision making. The RA shall ensure that MOH staff who participate in capacity-building programs achieve the competencies that will lead to improvements in health outcomes and implementation of appropriate and effective public health interventions.
· Develop a training curriculum and implement mentored training based on epidemiologic methods in collaboration with the MOH to strengthen outbreak detection and response and disease surveillance.

· Assist FETP faculty and trainees in the design and implementation of applied epidemiological research projects aimed at developing more effective public health interventions.
· Supervise trainees during field activities, including outbreak investigations, surveillance system evaluations, etc. 
· Review all projects and work conducted by FETP trainees for scientific quality and appropriateness.
· Assist FETP trainees in preparing written and oral scientific presentations/publications.

· Assist MOH/FETP with the selection of FETP trainees, including assisting the MOH to implement guidelines for selection and placement of FETP trainees and identification of appropriate assignments and supervision.

· Assist with the training of FETP graduates to become mentors/supervisors for future FETP trainees.

· Conduct periodic evaluation of the work conducted by FETP trainees.

· Promote the institutionalization of the FETP within the MOH, by advising the MOH in the development of mid- and long-term sustainability plans and a career path for FETP graduates.
Knowledge Requirements
· Ability to conceptualize, plan, develop, implement, and evaluate health programs. 
· Knowledge of the political, social, and economic characteristic of a variety of developing countries in order to assess the suitability, relevance and feasibility of the prevention and control of  communicable disease, non-communicable disease, environmental health, and occupational safety and health. 
· Mastery of the application of a wide range of qualitative and/or quantitative methods for the assessment and improvement of program effectiveness or the improvement of complex management processes and systems. 
· Expertise in field epidemiology and ability to train others to achieve competency in this subject matter. 

· Ability to plan, organize, and direct team study work and to work effectively with colleagues at the ministry of health to develop sound, evidence-based recommendations for higher-level decision-makers. 
· Fluency in one or more local languages is also highly desirable. 

Physical Requirements

The work requires frequent in-country travel and will likely entail travel to locations with low-level transportation infrastructure. Use of buses or cars over unpaved roads to these locations may be necessary and may induce some physical discomfort. There may be occasional severe conditions that require prolonged walking (up and down inclines), working in cramped rooms, standing for long periods of time, and eating and resting in challenging physical circumstances. Office work will take place in a sedentary situation, with moderate requirements for standing, walking, reaching and carrying of files, books, papers and the like.  Necessary immunizations for international travel will be required.

Experience Requirements

· Doctoral degree or equivalent education in medicine, epidemiology, or a public health field, including at least five years of field epidemiology experience.

· Experience training other public health professionals in field epidemiology.
· Previous work experience in the relevant regions, including work experience with ministries of health. 
· Experience with adult education strategies would be useful.  These include: problem-based education techniques, instructional design, teaching in epidemiology and basic public health statistics, public health management and program design, communication and advocacy in public health.

Deliverables

· Provide monthly activity reports to the Ministry of Health, with copy to CDC on all trainings, workshops, conferences, field activities, special projects and other major activities that the RA supports and/or participates. Reports are due by the 5th work day following the end of the month.
· Monthly report on all residents’ activities to the Ministry of Health, with copy to CDC.
· Annual summary of all projects and work conducted by FETP trainees.

· Final report for performance period due to Ministry of Health, with copy to CDC, upon final completion of performance period.
Interested persons should send their CV with cover letter to Steven Becknell at ziq1@cdc.gov
