Field Epidemiologist:  Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo; based in Goma
OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAMME:

The HNTS is an umbrella initiative conceived as a collaboration of UN agencies, bilateral donors and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) for the review, validation, analysis and interpretation of critical health and nutrition information in selected humanitarian emergencies. The HNTS is designed to supplement, and not replace, existing efforts in areas with humanitarian crises.

The goal of the HNTS is to support humanitarian decision-making by offering the best possible evidence-base information on health and nutrition. 

The HNTS is critical in supporting the cluster approach, in particular the health and the nutrition clusters. At the global level, the HNTS is focusing on gaps and limitations in existing methodologies for collection of data relevant to humanitarian assessment and how to improve them through its Expert Reference Group and its engagement with existing initiatives. At the country level, the opportunities presented by commitment in various countries through the health and nutrition clusters will be used to improve the skills and abilities of in-country partners (e.g. governments, NGOs) to improve the quality of data and their interpretation.
The management of the HNTS consists of an Interagency Steering Committee, which directs a Technical Secretariat hosted at WHO in Geneva. The Steering Committee guides the Project Director, who manages a Technical Secretariat.

Description of duties:
Under the  overall technical direction and supervision of the HNTS Technical Secretariat, the Field Epidemiologist will be responsible for implementing the coordinating HNTS activities in Democratic Republic of Congo.  Objectives and priorities of work will be directly defined by the HNTS Project Director, in collaboration with the UNOPS country director for DRC.
Scope

The scope of this position will be to:

· Provide technical assistance to the Health and Nutrition cluster leads and cluster members and Provincial Health Authorities in the area of health and nutrition information management.  

· Provide ad-hoc regional support to other partners according to the guidance of the HNTS Technical Secretariat.

Responsibilities

· Assist partner agencies and Provincial Health Authorities in assessing health and nutrition information needs for monitoring the impact of the crisis, and the humanitarian response on health and nutrition outcomes and health systems by:

· Mapping the existing information systems and other data collection initiatives, such as surveys and surveillance systems
· Reviewing existing relevant information and assessing the quality, completeness and timeliness of data for the above purposes,

· Identifying priority information gaps/needs and provide recommendations for addressing them. 

· Provide technical assistance to, and support capacity building of partner agencies, Provincial Health Authorities and other stakeholders in data collection, analysis, interpretation, dissemination and use, through the application of internationally accepted methods, guidelines and tools, with focus on relevant health and nutrition information for the above purposes.

· Contribute to the compilation of data from different sources and the production of sitreps, bulletins and other reports, in coordination with UNOCHA and other agencies.

· Take part in managing broad consultation with both informational producers and users, and promote coordination of, and foster partnership around HNTS.

· Support existing coordination mechanisms, such as the Health and Nutrition Clusters at Kinshasa and North Kivu levels, and existing data collection and analysis systems such as Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) led by FAO at regional level as well as in DRC.

· Represent HNTS at regional meetings.

· Ensure regular and timely reporting to the HNTS Technical Secretariat.

Qualifications and Experience

· Advanced degree in epidemiology or masters in public health with a concentration in epidemiology;

· Experience in humanitarian emergencies in the field of epidemiology, and especially in conducting nutrition and/or mortality cross-sectional surveys, with previous experience in a crisis affected country.

· Experience in health or nutrition information management, experience in developing information tools as well as on rapid response project development and implementation.

· Experience in training health staff in information management
· Strong communication skills in French and English 

· Experience in a flexible approach to management and prioritizing a high workload and multiple tasks in a fast paced environment with tight deadlines. 

We are interested in qualified candidates who could commit to a minimum of 6 months, renewable.  Please contact HNTS@who.int. Deadline for application: 31 March 2010. More information on HNTS can be found at: http://www.who.int/hac/techguidance/hnts/Intro/en/index.html 
